
key features and benefits
¢	cost and energy savings

¢	excellent adhesion

¢	minimizes moisture ingress to tablets

¢	reduces exposure of tablet cores to stressful 
process conditions

¢	lower process temperatures for aqueous coatings 

¢	improved tablet appearance

¢	increased film adhesion to difficult-to-coat  
tablet cores

¢	expanded opportunities for using continuous 
coating processes

description 

To maximize the efficiency of the application process, 
high-solids coating formulations are desirable in 
order to reduce process times. Reducing the coating 
time increases productivity and reduces overall 
manufacturing costs. 

Aquarius™ Preferred film coating systems are state-of-
the-art immediate-release coatings, which have been 
scientifically formulated with careful polymer selection. 
Unlike some film coating formulations based on polyvinyl 
alcohol (PVA) these formulations do not become tacky 
during or after application.

Clear advantages in film coating process productivity 
are seen with high-solids suspensions. These formulations 
allow the solids content of the coating system to be 
increased significantly (typically up to 20% w/w solids for 
pigmented coatings, and in certain cases up to 25%) 
with viscosities in the range of 100–300 cP.

specialized coating systems design to improve: 

¢	product stability

¢	process economics

¢	product appearance

¢	film adhesion and smoothness

product families

Aquarius™ Preferred HSP film coating systems are  
ready-to-use, immediate-release coatings based on 
cellulosic and copovidone polymers for strong film 
adhesion, high tablet gloss, and smooth finish.  
These products can be applied at up to 25% solids  
which allows for shorter processing times, lower energy 
costs, and reduced water ingress into tablet cores.

Aquarius™ Preferred HSC film coating systems are  
ready-to-use, immediate-release coatings based on 
cellulosics for optimum film strength. These products  
can be applied at up to 20% solids for both reduced 
processing times and manufacturing costs.

Both product families are available as clear, white,  
or pigmented formulations. They can also be custom  
color matched.

aquarius™ preferred  
film coating systems 

high-solids film  
coating systems for 
immediate-release



regional centers

North America 
Wilmington, DE USA 
Tel: +1 877 546 2782

Europe 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 52 560 55 00

India 
Maharashtra 
Tel: +91 22 61489696

Asia Pacific 
Singapore 
Tel: +65 6775 5366 

The information contained in this brochure and the 
various products described are intended for use only by 
persons having technical skill and at their own discretion 
and risk after they have performed necessary technical 
investigations, tests and evaluations of the products and their 
uses. Certain end uses of these products may be regulated 
pursuant to rules or regulations governing medical devices, 
drug uses, or pesticidal or antimicrobial uses. It is the end 
user’s responsibility to determine the applicability of such 
regulations to its products.

All statements, information, and data presented herein 
are believed to be accurate and reliable, but are not to be 
taken as a guarantee of fitness for a particular purpose, or 
representation, express or implied, for which seller assumes 
legal responsibility. No freedom to use any patent owned  
by Ashland, its subsidiaries, or its suppliers is to be inferred.

Middle East, Africa  
Istanbul, Turkey 
Tel: +00 90 216 538 08 00

Latin America 
Mexico  
Tel:  +52 55 52 76 6121
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